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ACCESSIONS AND NOTES 



IT ECTURES, MCMXVI-MCMXVII— 
11 The following courses of lectures for 
II the coming season are announced. 
•11 — *^ More detailed information about the 
first of these courses — subject, method of 
treatment, etc. — will be found in the fol- 
lowing pages, and about the later lectures 
in forthcoming Bulletins. 

Members' Lectures 

Four lectures on Arms and Armor, by Bash- 
ford Dean, Curator of Arms and Armor. 
Lecture Hall. Mondays and Thursdays, 
November 6, g, 13, and 16, at 4:15 p. m. 
No tickets required. 

Three lectures on Some Phases of Nine- 
teenth-Century Art, by Kenyon Cox. 
Lecture Hall. Tuesdays, January 2, 9, 
and 16, at 4:1 5 p.m. No tickets required. 

Five illustrated lectureson I talian Sculpture, 
by Miss Edith R. Abbot, Museum In- 
structor. Class Room. On Thursdays, 
beginning January 11, at 11 a. m. 
Members' tickets required. 

For Children of Members. Three illus- 
trated lectures, by Mrs. Laura W. L. 
Scales, Miss Louise Connolly, and Mrs. 
George W. Stevens. Lecture Hall. Sat- 
urday mornings — January 13, 27, Febru- 
ary 10, at 1 1 o'clock. Tickets required. 

Other Lectures 

For the Public. Five illustrated lectures 
on Venetian Painting, by Miss Edith R. 
Abbot, Museum Instructor. Class 
Room. Fridays, beginning October 20, 
at 4 p. M. No tickets required. 

For Students in Art Schools of New York 
City. Three lectures, by J. Alden Weir, 
Kenyon Cox, and Gifford Beal. Lecture 
Hall. Alternate Saturdays, beginning 
January 20, at 8 p. m. Tickets required. 

For Teachers in the Public .Schools of the 



City. A course of gallery talks, by the 
Museum Instructors, meeting every two 
weeks, beginning Tuesday, October 10, 
at 3:45 P. M. 

For Students of History in the City High 
Schools. Four lectures, by Miss G. 
M. A. Richter, Professors van den Ven, 
James Harvey Robinson, and Chris- 
tian Gauss. Lecture Hall. October 11 
and 25, November 7 and 22, at 3:30 p. m. 
No tickets required. 

For Designers and Students of Design. 
Two lectures on the Textile Arts as repre- 
sented in the permanent collection of the 
Museum, by Miss Frances Morris and 
DurrFriedley. Class Room. Saturdays, 
November 4 and 11, at 8:1 5 p. m. Ad- 
mission by ticket. 

For Salespeople, Buyers, and Designers. 
Four seminars to be held on Saturdays in 
February, at 8 p. m. Class Room. No 
tickets required. 

For the Blind. Three lectures, illustrated 
with objects from the collections which 
may be handled. Two, for adults, by 
Bashford Dean and Miss Marie L. 
Shedlock. Lecture Hall. Saturdays, 
December 2 and 16, at 8 p. m. One, 
for children, by Miss Winifred E. 
Howe. Lecture Hall. Saturday, No- 
vember 1 1 , at 1 1 A.M. No tickets re- 
quired. 

For the Deaf. Four illustrated lectures, 
three for adults and one for children, by 
Miss Jane B. Walker. Class Room. 
Thursdays, October 19, December 7, 
February i, and April 19, at 3 p. m. No 
tickets required. 

The "Marmion" Drawing-Room. — In 
the early part of the summer, the Museum 
purchased for its collection of eighteenth- 
century American woodwork the interior 
paneling from the drawing-room at " Mar- 
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mion," one of the historic houses of the 
Rappahannock Valley, situated some eigh- 
teen miles from Fredericksburg, in King 
George County, Virginia. The estate was 
early reclaimed from the wilderness, and 
after several generations of varied owner- 
ship, was bought in the second half of the 
eighteenth century by George Lewis, a 
nephew of George Washington, and son of 
Colonel Fielding Lewis and his wife, Eliza- 
beth or Betty Washington. The house is 
still in the hands of this family, and a 
collateral descendant of the First President 
is the present occupant. 

The room is unusual in that it represents 
the use in an American domestic interior of 
a complete classic order applied to all four 
walls, with dignified and successful eflfect. 
There is controversy as to the exact date 
when the rich finish of the drawing-room 
was built, and at present all that can be 
definitely said is that it is mid-eighteenth- 
century work of a fine type. It is hoped 
that the room can eventually be reerected 
for the installation of American furniture 
of the same period; but till that is possible, 
the woodwork will not be placed on ex- 
hibition, although it will be described in de- 
tail and adequately illustrated in a later 
number of the Bulletin. D. F. 

A Remarkable Van der Weyden. — 
A portrait of Leonello d'Este by Roger van 
der Weyden has been lent to the Museum 
by Sir Edgar Speyer and has been placed 
on exhibition in Gallery 34. Roger van 
der Weyden was in Rome in 1450 and it is 
likely that this remarkable picture was 
painted at Ferrara on his way thither. The 
work is extensively discussed in an article 
by Roger Fry in the Burlington Magazine^ 
to which the interested are referred. The 
book may be seen in the Museum Library. 

Closing of the Exhibit of Chinese 
Pottery. — The Exhibition of Early 
Chinese Pottery and Sculpture, which has 
been open to the public since March 7, will 
be closed after October 15. While this 
exhibit by its very character has been 
especially helpful and pleasurable to the 
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collector and connoisseur, the beauty of 
color and form in the pottery has made a 
universal appeal. 

Changes in the Paintings Galleries. 
— Among the recent purchases installed in 
the galleries are the Imaginary Landscape 
by Joachim D. Patinir, placed in Gallery 34 
with other early Flemish paintings; Pushing 
for Rail, by Thomas Eakins, and the Portrait 
of Madame X, by John S. Sargent, hung in 
Galleries 13 and 15 respectively. The re- 
decoration and rearrangement of these two 
American galleries of the Hearn Collection, 
noted in an earlier Bulletin, give an op- 
portunity to see familiar pictures in new 
surroundings. 

Gallery Talks for Teachers. — Octo- 
ber 10 was the date set for the first of the 
series of gallery talks for teachers in the 
public schools of New York City, to be given 
fortnightly throughout the year on Tues- 
day afternoons at 3:45 o'clock, by the 
Museum Instructors, Miss Abbot and Mrs. 
Vaughan. As was stated in the September 
Bulletin, this course is to be conducted 
as informally as possible and no set list of 
subjects to be taken up can be announced, 
inasmuch as such a program would defeat 
the very purpose of the class, to meet the 
needs of the actual group attending. The 
first hour was spent in the Egyptian gal- 
leries, and the subject for the next meeting 
was announced at that time. 

Lectures for History Students. — 
The course of lectures for the students of 
history in the City High Schools will be 
given during the autumn term this year. 
The lecturers are already well known to the 
schools, with the exception perhaps of Pro- 
fessor van den Ven, who speaks at the Mu- 
seum for the first time. Professor Paul van 
den Ven was formerly Professor of Byzan- 
tine Philology at the University of Lou- 
vain, Belgium, and is now a lecturer at 
Princeton University. He will speak on 
The Roman Empire in the East; its Place 
as between the Ancient and the Modern 
World. 

All the lectures will be of undoubted in- 
terest and of great value to the student. 
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They will be given at 3:30 p. m. in the 
Lecture Hall, and no tickets will be required. 
The dates are as follows : 
October 1 1 Greece, by Miss G. M. 
A. Richter, Assistant 
Curator of the Class- 
ical Department at the 
Museum. 
October 25 The Roman Empire in 
the East, by Professor 
Paul van den Ven, 
lecturer at Princeton 
University. 
November 7 Mediaeval Europe, by 
Professor James Har- 
vey Robinson, of Co- 
lumbia University. 
November 22 The Eighteenth Century 
in France, by Professor 
Christian Gauss, of 
Princeton University. 

Lectures for the Deaf. — Miss Jane B. 
Walker, of the League for the Hard of Hear- 
ing, who gave an eminently successful series 
of talks last winter for the deaf who can 
read the lips, will begin her second course of 
lectures for adults in the Class Room on the 
afternoon of October 19, at 3 o'clock, taking 
as her subject Sir Joshua Reynolds. No 
tickets of admission will be required. 

The talk will include a brief discussion of 
English art prior to Reynolds's time; a 
sketch of his life with some mention of 
his friends and associates; a treatment 
of his success as a social leader, the 
first President of the Royal Academy, and 
the most popular portrait-painter of his 
day; a statement of his characteristics as an 
artist ; and a consideration of his place both 
in the English school of painting and in the 
world school of portraiture. 

Lectures on Venetian Painting. — 
The course of lectures on Florentine art 
begun in the spring of 1915 was concluded 
by the fall course in that year. The gen- 
eral subject of Italian art will be continued 
this year in five lectures on Venetian paint- 
ing. This course, which will be given on 
Fridays at 4 p. m. in the Class Room, is 
open to the public without tickets. 



Florentine art, beginning as far back as 
Dante's day, is marked off into epochs by 
its great men; Venetian painting is con- 
centrated into scarcely more than a 
hundred years, which saw the change from 
Byzantine formula to modern painting — 
the source of inspiration for Rubens and 
Van Dyck and through them for the paint- 
ers of today. 

The gaiety and splendor of life dominates 
the school from first to last — from the pages 
of Jacopo Bellini's sketch books, through 
the pageantry of Carpaccio's stories of the 
saints, to the F^tes Champetres and the 
banqueting scenes of the sixteenth century. 

The dates of the lectures are as follows: 

October 20 The Venetian School of 
the XV Century. 

October 27 Giovanni Bellini. 

November 3 The Giorgionesque Spirit. 

November 10 Titian. 

November 1 7 Tintoretto and Veronese. 

Lectures on the Textile Collection. 
— On Saturday evenings, November 4 and 
1 1 , at 8 : 1 5 o'clock, there will be given in the 
Class Room two lectures on the Textile 
Arts as represented in the permanent col- 
lection of the Museum. Tickets of ad- 
mission will be required. These lectures, 
which follow a course dealing with primitive 
textile arts in ancient and modern times 
offered by the American Museum of Nat- 
ural History, are intended to awaken in- 
terest among commercial workers in the 
nature and possibilities of the collections of 
the Museum as applied to modern design 
and manufactures. On November 4, Miss 
Frances Morris, Assistant Curator of the 
Department of Decorative Arts, will speak 
on Earlier Weaves — the Formal Pattern, 
and on November 11, Durr Friedley, Act- 
ing Curator of the Department of Decora- 
tive Arts, will discuss Later Weaves — the 
Broken Pattern. 

Lectures on Arms and Armor. — The 
average American knows little of ancient 
arms and armor, but since the installation of 
this department of the Museum he has 
shown that he is distinctly interested in 
them, as we can judge from the questions he 
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asks in many directions. His keenest in- 
terest appears to be in the practical mat- 
ters which concern arms and armor rather 
than on the side of their artistic importance, 
which, of course, concerns the Museum 
more nearly. Nevertheless, questions about 
the way in which armor was made and 
worn, how various types of swords were 
used, and how primitive and puzzling guns 
were fired, have a legitimate interest. For 
this reason the Museum will offer its mem- 
bers and the public during the month of 
November four lectures aiming to cover the 
field in an understandable way. The lec- 
tures will be given on Monday and Thurs- 
day afternoons, November 6, 9, 13, and 16, 
at 4:15, by Dr. Bashford Dean, the Curator 
of this department, and will be illustrated 
by means of the objects themselves, and by 
the aid of contemporary pictures which are 
found to shed light upon the theme. 

The first lecture will describe how armor 
was worn, and will demonstrate to the au- 
dience how authentic armor fitted the living 
models, how its weight was carried, how 
various kinds of headpieces were fastened 
in place, how the knight was dressed for 
wearing armor, how chain-mail was worn, 
how special pieces of armor were put in place 
for tilting, how a man in complete armor 
mounted and dismounted his horse, how he 
was able to rise from the ground when 
thrown, and how difficult his armor was to 
wear. 

The second lecture will explain the way 
in which armor was made. Anvils, stakes, 
hammers, and other implements of the 
armorer's art will be in evidence, and 
various stages will be exhibited in the act- 
ual fashioning of a piece of armor. Difficul- 
ties in making armor will be described, and 
details in which the average modern crafts- 
man fails in his taskofcopyingan ancient ob- 
ject. The processes by which armor was en- 
riched by embossing, damaskeening, gild- 
ing by fire, bluing, and russeting will also 
be explained, to enable the audience better 
to understand the position of the armorer 
among other artists. 

The third lecture will consider how the 
sword was developed. The audience will 
be shown the numerous forms of swords 
which arose during the centuries when the 



sword was in constant use. Some of the 
old-time methods of fencing will be illus- 
trated, to show why intricate changes ap- 
peared in the guard of the sword and in its 
blade. 

The fourth lecture will tell of the cross- 
bow and of early firearms. Various 
methods by which the crossbow was strung, 
set, and discharged will be demonstrated. 
The evolution of firearms will then be taken 
up and the mechanism of the earliest guns 
and pistols, matchlock, wheellock, snap- 
haunce, and flintlock, will be explained. 

A Lecture for Blind Children. — Life 
in Colonial Days is the theme of a talk for 
blind children to be given in the Lecture 
Hall on the morning of November 11 at 11 
o'clock by Miss Winifred E. Howe. No 
tickets of admission will be required and 
every one will be welcome. Objects from 
many parts of the Museum — furniture, 
household utensils, textiles, silver, etc. — 
will be brought to the Lecture Hall for the 
enjoyment of the children through their 
sense of touch, the object of the hour being 
to make the life of the people in those early 
days as vivid as possible, to re-create the 
setting for the deeds of the Revolution. 

The Museum and the Teachers' In- 
stitute. — The beginning of the autumn 
season was marked by unusual activity in 
the educational work of the Museum. The 
program of the Teachers' Institute called 
for the participation of the Museum: large 
assemblies of teachers were addressed in the 
school centers of different boroughs and 
within the Museum; conferences of a more 
detailed character were held with groups 
varying in number from a single teacher to 
thirty or forty. The number addressed 
was nearly three thousand, many of whom 
had not known any of the details of the 
work, nor indeed the scope of the assistance 
offered by the Museum. The addresses 
given described the cooperation between 
the schools and the Museum as it exists, 
and offered several suggestions for its ex- 
pansion, based on experiments made during 
the past year. The discussions brought out 
the undoubted benefit to both factors in the 
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understanding established through personal 
contact, which has in many instances re- 
sulted in a definite plan for regular appoint- 
ments in the Museum with classes from the 



high and elementary schools. The value 
of the work with the schools will un- 
doubtedly be enhanced in consequence of 
these conferences. 



LIST OF ACCESSIONS 

SEPTEMBER, I916 

CLASS OBJECT 

Ceramics Figure of boy carrying lotus flower, 

(Floor II, Room 5) Chinese, T'ang period (618-906 

A. D.) Purchase. 

Costumes tPriest's robe, gold brocade, Thibe- 
tan, nineteenth century Purchase. 

Metalwork *SiIver charm box, Thibetan, eigh- 
teenth century Purchase. 

Sculpture *Nine statuettes of Buddhas and 

Bodhisattvas, Thibetan, seven- 
teenth and eighteenth century . . Purchase. 

Woodwork and Furniture.. *Paneling of room from Marmion 

House, American, last quarter of 

eighteenth century Purchase. 

*Mirror from Marmion room, 
American, last quarter of eigh- 
teenth century Purchase. 

*Table, by Duncan Phyfe, Ameri- 
can, early nineteenth century. . . Purchase. 



SOURCE 



LIST OF LOANS 

SEPTEMBER, I916 
OBJECT 



CLASS OBJECT SOURCE 

Arms AND Armor Pair of stirrups. Conquistador 

(Wing H, Room 9) type, Mexican, about 1700 Lent by Dr. Bashford Dean. 

*Halberd and spontoon halberd, 

American, eighteenth century.. . Lent by George A. Plimpton. 
*Halberd, American, about 1760. . Lent by Dr. Bashford Dean. 
*Halberd, American, eighteenth 
century Lent by Miss Millicent Blair. 

Paintings Portrait, Leonello d'Este, by Roger 

(Floor II, Room 34) van der Weyden, Flemish (Bra- 
bant), I400?-I464 Lent by Sir Edgar Speyer. 

Sculpture Statuette, The Flight of Night, by Lent by Albert Eugene 

(Floor n. Room 9) Paul Manship, American, Con- Gallatin. 

temporary 

Textiles Tapestry, Armored Knight 



(Wing F, Room 5) 



Horseback, French (Burgundian), 
later part of fifteenth century . . . 



Lent by Sir Edgar Speyer. 



Woodwork and Furniture.. 
(Floor II, Room 6) 



Set of thirteen pieces of tapestry 
covered furniture, French, perioid 
of Louis XV (171 5-1774) Lent by Mrs. Leigh Hunt. 

*Not yet placed on Exhibition. fRecent Accessions Room (Floor I, Room 6). 
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